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accompanied. Being resolved at last to take advantage
of an opportunity which had been given her against
her will, she put herself in the hands of Pere de la Tour,
that famous General of the Oratory. From that mo-
ment to the time of her death her conversion continued
steadily, and her penitence augmented. She had first
to get rid of the secret fondness she still entertained
for the Court, even of the hopes which, however chi-
merical, had always flattered her. She was persuaded
that nothing but the fear of the devil had forced the
King to separate himself from her, that it was nothing
but this fear that had raised Madame de Maintenon
to the height she had attained; that age and ill-health,
which she was pleased to imagine, would soon clear
the way; that when the King was a widower, she be-
ing a widow, nothing would oppose their reunion,
which might easily be brought about by their affection
for their children. These children entertained similar
hopes, and were therefore assiduous in their attention
to her for some time.

Pere de la Tour made her perform a terrible act of
penitence. It was to ask pardon of her husband, and
to submit herself to his commands. To all who knew
Madame de Montespan this will seem the most heroic
sacrifice. M. de Montespan, however, imposed no re-
straint upon his wife. He sent word that he wished
in no way to interfere with her, or even to see her. She
experienced no further trouble, therefore, on this score.

Little by little she gave almost all she had to the
poor. She worked for them several hours a day, mak-
ing stout shirts and such things for them. Her table,
that she had loved to excess, became the most frugal;